
MONTANA LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CENTER 
INDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS – JUNE 2003 

 
BUDGET MONTANA  
"ECONOMY NOT TO BLAME FOR STATES' BUDGET WOES"; USA TODAY; 2003 JUNE 23  
 
BUSINESS TAX CUTS  
"ANOTHER BUSINESS TAX CUT EXPECTED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 24  
 
CATTLE  
"BULLS IN BSE HERD SOLD TO MONTANA"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
COAL MINING MONTANA  
"PEABODY MAY CLOSE MINE NEAR COLSTRIP"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 19  
 
"SUPPLIERS SUE COAL MINE COMPANY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
COALBED METHANE WATER POLLUTION  
"COURT TAKES COALBED CASE OFF HOLD"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 5  
  
"RULES SET FOR COALBED PONDS: NEW STANDARDS APPLIES ONLY TO DISCHARGE 
PONS ON LEVEL GROUND"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 7  
 
CONSUMER PROTECTION  
"CONSUMER ADVOCATES SAY DEREGULATION PUTS BURDEN ON ' LITTLE GUY' GREAT 
FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 17  
 
CONSUMER PROTECTION / UTILITY INDUSTRIES  
"STATE URGED TO PROTECT POWER ASSETS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 9  
 
COURTS  
"PREEMPTION ALSO REIGNS IN HOUSE CLASS ACTION SUIT BILL"; NSCL CAPITOL TO 
CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 16  
 
DAMS MONTANA  
"FRUSTRATION BUILDING OVER DAM OPERATIONS"; DAILY INTER LAKE; 2003 JUNE 23  
 
EDUCATIONAL REFORM  
"LAW MAY HURT RURAL SCHOOLS"; SIDNEY HERALD; 2003 JUNE 25  

 



EDUCATIONAL TESTING  
"CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS ESTIMATE STATE TESTING COSTS"; NCSL CAPITOL TO 
CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
ELECTIONS  
"RACICOT TAKES HELM OF BUSH CAMPAIGN"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 17  
 
ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION  
"HYDRO PROPOSAL CLEARING FIRST HURDLES"; LIBERTY COUNTRY TIMES; 2003 JUNE 
25                
"PLOTTING A POWER GAMBIT: NO CERTAINTIES IN GENERATION RACE"; BILLINGS 
GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 23  
 
ENERGY COSTS  
"STATE'S ENERGY MESS WILL GET WORSE BEFORE IT GETS BETTER"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 15  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  
"BURNING RUBBER"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 JUNE 1  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION / SNOWMOBILES  
"EPA EXPECTS WORSENING PARK SMOG"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 20  
 
FEDERAL AID  
"FLEXIBLE ASSISTANCE FUNDS FLOW"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 26  
 
FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS  
"BIPARTISAN HOUSE GROUP SEEKS BLOCK GRANT BOOST"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 
2003 JUNE 5  
  
"STATE FISCAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS READIED FOR DISTRIBUTION"; NCSL CAPITOL TO 
CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
FEDERAL AID  /WELFARE MONTANA  
"ADVOCATES PLEAD FOR FEDERAL AID"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 14  
 
FEDERAL BUDGETS  
"CONGRESS CRANKS UP APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS: HOMELAND SECURITY MOVES 
FIRST"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 17                      
"SENATE DETERMINES FY 2004 SPENDING ALLOCATIONS"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 
2003 JUNE 20  
 



FEDERAL SUBSIDIES  
"TANF EXTENSION PASSES HOUSE, HITS SNAG IN SENATE"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 
2003 JUNE 16  
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT  
"COUNTY JOINS FOREST LAWSUIT"; DAILY INTER LAKE; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
“DEBATE MUST GO BEYOND LOGGING, BOSWORTH SAYS"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUNE 19  
  
"GROUPS LIST FOREST AREAS MOST IN PERIL"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT / TIMBER INDUSTRIES  
"TIMBER POLITICS SWIRL AS FOREST HEALTH SUMMIT CONVENES IN MISSOULA"; 
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 19  
  
"TIMBER POLITICS SWIRL AS FOREST HEALTH SUMMIT CONVENES IN MISSOULA"; 
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 18  
 
FRAUD  
"SECURITIES BILL WOULD UNDERMINE STATE INVESTORS"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 
2003 JUNE 20  
 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT  
"POISED FOR GROWTH-STUDY INDICATES RAPID EXPANSION IS COMING, PUTTING 
PRESSURE ON COMMUNITIES TO PLAN ACCORDINGLY"; IDAHO FALLS POST REGISTER; 
2003 JUNE 23  
HEALTH CARE / CONSUMER PROTECTION  
"ASSOCIATION HEALTH PLAN BILL ADVANCES"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 
20  
 
HEALTH CARE LEGISLATIVE BILLS /CONSUMER PROTECTION  
"PREEMPTION REIGNS IN HOUSE HEALTH PLAN BILL"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 
JUNE 16  
 
HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCE MONTANA  
"FVCC BUDGET ROLLED OUT AT FIRST OF TWO HEARINGS"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2003 
JUNE 25  
 
HOMELAND SECURITY  
"HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING CRUISES THROUGH HOUSE"; NCSL CAPTIOL TO 
CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 26  
 
INCOME TAX  
"ANOTHER TAX CUT BILL HEADS TO CONFERENCE"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 
JUNE 17 



 
INDIAN AFFAIRS  
"BISON DEBATE HEATS UP"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUNE 5  
  
"INDIANS FINALLY TAKE THEIR PLACE AS PART OF MEMORIAL"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 23  
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS DISCRIMINATION  
"DETERMINED LAW RESOURCE CENTER CONTINUES TO FIGHT FOR JUSTICE"; INDIAN 
COUNTRY; 2003 JUNE 23  
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS LEGAL JURISDICTION  
"MAN PLANS NEW TRIBE FROM RANKS OF UNENROLLED"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUNE 20  
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS MONTANA / WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT  
"MONTANA BISON RANGE REFUGE MANAGEMENT IN QUESTION"; INDIAN COUNTRY; 
2003 JUNE 23  
 
INVESTMENTS  
"TOUCH AMERICA MUST STOP SELLING SECURITIES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
JAILS MONTANA  
"EXPERT: COUNTY NEEDS NEW JAIL"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 JUNE 24  
 
MEDICAID  
"FISCAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS FLOWING"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 17  
  
"HHS ISSES FINAL MEDICAID GUIDE"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
MEDICARE / SCHIP  
"MEDICARE DRUG BENEFIT BILL CLEARS COMMITTEE STATES SCORE NUMEROUS 
WINS"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 16  
MENTAL ILLNESS / PRISONERS MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES  
"B BLOCK: 'WE'RE ALL KIND OF STRANGE' BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 30  
 
MINING MONTANA  
"STILLWATER PURCHASE APPROVED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 17  
 
NATURAL GAS SUPPLY  
"PSC QUESTIONS NORTHWESTERN'S GAS-BUYING PROCEDURES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 
2003 JUNE 11  
 
NATURAL GAS UTILITIES  
"ENERGY WEST WANTS TO INCREASE LOCAL NATURAL GAS RATES"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 12 



 
GAS RATES JUMP 33% INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 JUNE 23  
  
"PSC CONSIDERS REJECTING GAS RATE HIKE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 11  
 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION  
"HEAD START LEGISLATION EMERGES FROM SUBCOMMITTEE"; NCSL CAPITOL TO 
CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 17  
  
"HEAD START LEGISLATION HEADS TO FLOOR"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 
26  
 
PRIVATE CORRECTIONS SHELBY  
"SHELBY PEN PREPARES TO BRING IN PRISONERS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 3  
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES  
"EASTMONT UNION REPS WANT MORE INCENTIVE"; RANGER REVIEW; 2003 JUNE 19  
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES RATES  
"PSC HOLDS MISSOULA HEARING ON RATE INCREASE"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUNE 18  
 
RAILROADS  
"RAIL BILLS STEAM OUT OF COMMITTEE"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 26  
 
RAILROADS MONTANA  
"AMTRAK EVALUATED"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 23  
 
RECREATIONAL AREAS / PARKS MONTANA / USER FEES  
"USER FEES INCREASE FOR POPULAR BEAVER CREEK PARK"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS; 2003 
JUNE 5  
 
REDISTRICTING MONTANA  
"STATE DISTRICTING PLAN ARGUED IN COURT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 5  
 
SALES TAX  
"STREAMLINED SALES AND USE TAX AGREEMENT UPDATE"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 
2003 JUNE 16  
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION  
"SENATE MOVES ON SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL REAUTHORIZATION"; NCSL CAPITOL TO 
CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 26  
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS EMPLOYMENT 
MONTANA  
"HANGING BY A FIBER: TOUCH AMERICA LAYS OFF 216 WORKERS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 



2003 JUNE 19  
  
"TA DEBACLE CUTS WIDE SWATH IN MONTANA"; BUTTE WEEKLY; 2003 JUNE 25  
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS / TELECOMMUNICATIONS EMPLOYMENT MONTANA  
"TOUCH AMERICA FILES BANKRUPTCY: BUTTE-BASED TELECOM SAYS CHAPTER 11 
PROTECTION IS BEST OPTION TO STAY FUNCTIONING"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 
JUNE 23  
 
TERRORISM  
"COMMITTEE CLEARS HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT STRUCTURE LEGISLATION"; NCSL 
CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JUNE 20  
 
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM EDUCATIONAL FINANCE 
MONTANA  
"MSU-B TUITION TO RAISE BY $103"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 11  
 
UTILITY INDUSTRIES  
"MPC GONE, BUT MDU IS FLYING HIGH"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 16  
 
UTILITY INDUSTRIES PROPERTY TAX 
MONTANA  
"NWE DELAYS PAYMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES"; BILLLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUNE 5   
 
UTILITY RATES  
"UTILITY FILES REQUEST TO RAISE RATES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 17  
 
UTILITY RATES /CONSUMER PROTECTION  
"CONSUMERS LARGELY LEFT TO GO IT ALONE AS POWER BILLS CONTINUE TO GROW"; 
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 17  
 
WELFARE CUTS  
"COUNTY WELFARE CUTS HITS MORE THAN 60 PEOPLE"; MILES CITY STAR; 2003 JUNE 24  
 
WELFARE MONTANA  
"STATE ANNOUNCES WELFARE CUTS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 10  
 
WIND POWER  
""WIND PROSPECTORS" SET UP STATIONS NEAR RAPELJE"; STILLWATER COUNTY NEWS; 
2003 JUNE 26  
 
WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE  
"WORKERS' COMP UP 34 % FOR STATE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUNE 13  
 



YOUTH SERVICES  
"YOUTH HOME CLOSING DOORS"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 JUNE 26  


